In memoriam: Prof. Dr. Jochen Guck (1973 to 2025)
The BioBrillouin Society mourns the loss of Prof. Dr. Jochen Guck, who died on 3 October 2025 at the age of 52 after a serious illness. Jochen was Director at the Max Planck Institute for the Science of Light and at the Max-Planck-Zentrum für Physik und Medizin in Erlangen, as well as Chair of Biological Optomechanics at Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-Nuremberg (FAU).
Born in Schweinfurt in 1973, he studied physics in Würzburg and received his doctorate in physics from the University of Texas at Austin. He went on to lead a junior research group in Leipzig, then joined the Cavendish Laboratory in Cambridge as Lecturer and later Reader in Biophysics, before becoming Alexander von Humboldt Professor for Cellular Machines at BIOTEC, TU Dresden. 
Jochen was a pioneer of cell mechanics and mechanobiology. From the optical stretcher to real-time deformability cytometry, he showed that the mechanical properties of cells and tissues are rich sources of biological and medical insight. His work helped define how our community thinks about light, mechanics and living matter and earned numerous distinctions, including the Cozzarelli Award of the US National Academy of Sciences, the Wilhelm Ostwald Medal and the Greve Prize of the Leopoldina.
Jochen was deeply connected to our community. At this year’s BioBrillouin Society annual meeting at Harnack House in Berlin, we dedicated the opening session to his memory and inaugurated a prize that bears his name. Many of us will remember his sharp questions, his enthusiasm for bringing light, mechanics and biology together, and his unfailing support for young scientists.
Jochen is survived by his wife, Doris Lorenz-Guck, and their daughter, Moira. We extend our heartfelt condolences to his family, friends and colleagues. His ideas and example will continue to shape BioBrillouin science for many years to come.

